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Extract from the Introduction: 

The TTL LDF group acknowledges the effort and huge amount of work undertaken 

by Lewes District Council (LDC) in drafting the LDF and welcomes the consultation of 
the draft Core Strategy documents. However, the process needs to be more 
inclusive, if the LDF plans to be as far-reaching as the situation requires. Given that 

fundamental behaviour change for the population of the District will be key to 
making any plan acceptable to the majority and capable of achieving its aims, we 
propose that TTL and other local groups act to engage at the grassroots level to 

complement similar activity from LDC (e.g. The Sustainability Team’s “Smarter Living 
Programme”). We have useful techniques such as Open Space, World Cafe and 
Lewes & Ouse Valley eco-nomics Workshop we can take into communities.  

 
We broadly welcome the vision for Lewes and many of the statements in the LDF. 
We are very glad that council shares our concerns about the risks of continuing with 

a carbon-heavy lifestyle. We believe that in order to meet that vision, the council will 
need to create a proactive and evolving ‘roadmap’ for a positive future based on 

transformational policies underpinned by precautionary principles related to the 
challenges to a sustainable life in Lewes District presented by climate change and 
peak oil. 

 
Our approach 
We feel that what is needed from the LDF is the framework for transformational 

change towards establishing an effective, efficient, just and humane society for 
Lewes based on a low carbon economy. For this to be ‘effective’ and sustainable, it 
needs to include mechanisms for enhancing the functioning of ecological systems 

that underpin human wellbeing, livelihoods and the economy (as well as the 
wellbeing of all life on earth).  
 

We treat the LDF in an incremental way, taking each topic paper separately and 
commenting on individual points, objectives, strategies, etc. We hope that this will 
ease the process for you of going through a fairly lengthy submission. However, 

we’d like to point out that what we feel is needed from the LDF is the framework for 
transformational change towards fixing the functioning of ecological systems that 
underpin human wellbeing and the livelihoods of all life on earth. It is risky to deal in 

step-by-step detail with a transformational agenda, but we have attempted it. We 
hope that, metaphorically, the feel for the forest will come through as you go 

through tree by tree! 
 



Executive Summary 
All systems on the planet operate in cycles, bar those that are human dominated or 

designed (and particularly those within the conventional economic framework) that 
operate as linear systems of exploitation and consumption of resources and the 
production of waste material. It is this core issue that we would like to see the 

Lewes District LDF address, providing the routemap for economic activities and 
lifestyles that work with cyclical planetary systems rather than against them. 

• The vision presented in the draft LDF - of avoiding climate 

change locally - is good, but needs to be more detailed and 
more ambitious in order to ensure local resilience in the face 

of the likely impact of climate change and peak oil.  It is vital 
that the local authority plans for a near term future with 

greatly restricted fossil fuels 
• The mechanisms for delivery need strengthening and clarifying – with 

mechanisms identified for those not directly within the council’s power.  

• Peak Oil should be mentioned alongside Climate Change as a 
driver for fossil fuel reduction and as cause for an urgent 
need for the adoption of a resilience strategy in relation to 

the local economy and local livelihoods – perhaps the most 
urgent being in relation to food production.  

• The Climate Change act enforces a 3% per year reduction in emissions. The 

council has already adopted a steeper rate of reduction this year by signing up to 
10:10. We believe it is urgent to reduce emissions at roughly 10% a year for the 
next few years, gradually increasing the rate of reduction in emissions as time 

progresses. This urgency is increasingly supported by reputable research. 
• The Council stance on installation of photovoltaic and solar 

thermal systems within the conservation areas needs to be 

made clear. Despite our concerns over heritage issues, we 
feel that installation of photovoltaic and solar thermal 

systems should be accepted.  
• Redefining Wellbeing in terms that are no longer exclusively economic can, along 

with enlightened planning policies (with great care taken to ensure wide 

consultation, education and inclusion) be part of a council-led process to achieve 
their Sustainable Community strategy vision and ease the more decisive steps 
towards increased human and ecological wellbeing we outline in this document. 

• The LDF needs specific policies with guideline targets to ensure the level and 
speed of shifts towards sustainability stated as its core purpose, e.g. highest 
feasible quality environmentally sustainable construction; reduction in car use and 

suitable provision of transport alternatives; prevention of ‘Clone Town’ growth; 
renewable energy generation; reduction in energy demand; etc.  

 We need to explore other means of bringing in investment in 

green infrastructure as a matter of urgency, with a new 
partnership between LDC, the community and 
community/environment-oriented businesses. 

 Sustainability is the core principle underpinning planning and we feel that at 
present it is inadequately reflected throughout the LDF Core strategy and that it is 

       

 

 

 



essential that each section and sub-section demonstrates explicitly how its 
contents drive movement towards sustainable development. 

 Topic paper 1 should include data on the ecofootprint and 
carbon footprint of the average resident; information on 
cycleways and footpaths and mention of local ecosystem 

services. 
 Topic Paper 2 needs to emphasise the issues of ecosystem 

service provision, ecological restoration, food security, 

ecofootprint reduction, energy security, adaptation to 
climate change and increased devolution of decision-making 

to local communities, all of which will assist with the 
development of resilience within the district. 

 We present a considerably re-enforced Vision in Topic Paper 3 (Summary below). 

 We do not consider many of the objectives in TP4 to be fully SMART and it needs 
to be far more radical and better reflect transformational policies to achieve 
elements within our Vision – TP3. We make a number of suggestions relating to 

the framing of objectives to address the issues outlined in our response to TP2 as 
well as strengthening some objectives already proposed. 

 For us the key issues in TP5 are ensuring increasingly localised, mixed 

developments incorporating services to reduce the need to travel and that aim to 
enhance biodiversity and catalyse the ecological restoration of the surrounding 
natural/semi-natural habitats for the provision of ecosystem services. Some such 

developments are likely to need to be in rural areas, often associated with 
increased local food production. Other than that, we have no specific options with 
regard to placement, so do not record a favour for any particular option proposed. 

 In response to TP6 we suggest that objectives 6, 7, 8 & 10 are essential for 
mention in relation to all topic areas and offer additional strategy options for food 
security and resilience related issues and one for disruption preparedness 

(relating to climate change and peak oil in particular). 
 We offer an adaptation to Option A for North St. in response to TP7, but see 

some advantages also for imaginatively adapted options C & possibly D (although 
we point out out-dated economic thinking on these). We would oppose option B. 

 We offer initial thoughts and strategic ideas on TP8, whilst recognising that the 

outline provided has NOT come from Newhaven residents/stakeholders and would 
need to be developed in consultation with them (given time!). 

 We feel that there are some key cross-cutting issues of huge importance to a 

sustainability appraisal that (although touched on in the full document on the 
website) are not addressed adequately in TP9. We detail these. There was 
inadequate time to complete our response to this TP and thus only a few 

suggestions are made relating to the Table of sustainability indicators, whereas 
we would almost certainly have more ideas to offer on this given time. 

 To conclude, we feel that a good start has been made on the LDF and that 

members within TTL are willing to work further with the council on it’s 
development, but that it needs to provide opportunities for much more 
transformational thinking to translate into policies and action – supported by a 

precautionary (i.e. ‘stretch’) guiding timeline for action - to enable Lewes District 
to become resilient to the enormous challenges posed by ecosystem degradation 

(of which climate change is the key looming symptom) and peak oil. 

 



Executive Summary of Our vision 

In 2026, we are well on our way to Zero Carbon Lewes District, following a locally 
appropriate adaptation of the Centre for Alternative Technology’s Zero Carbon 
Britain 2030 strategy. There has been considerable investment in green 

infrastructure to make this possible. 
The National Park is a modern adaptation of the working landscape of the past. It 
has retained its beauty with much greater biodiversity and production from the land. 

The ability of habitats within and around the Park to provide ecosystem services 
such as reduction in flooding, increased pollination, carbon sequestration and many 
others has been enhanced. The District, with its range of types of area, has 

developed as a an early exemplar of transition to a low carbon economy, by 
supporting a widespread diversity of local renewable energy generation, a wide 

range of vibrant community initiatives coming from the grassroots level, investment 
in green tourism, and research and development of low carbon industries, including 
low emission eco-agriculture. 

The District is now classified as semi-arid, and a massive education programme has 
resulted in water being viewed as one of our most precious and valuable resources. 
Lower usage and more household level, small scale and landscape scale storage 

have ensured supply resilience. There has been investment in ecological restoration 
activities upstream of Lewes and work with local farmers to re-establish more 
natural flood mediation and prevention measures. LDF planning policies have 

prevented inappropriate development of its floodplains. These changes, coupled with 
community preparation for emergencies, have considerably reduced the risk of 
serious flooding damage within the urban areas.   

Production of food for local consumption has increased sharply. A careful 
assessment of land use and future potential occurred in 2010/2011, and a change of 
planning priorities, involving more small growers around the urban areas, with more 

growing on suitable land, reduction in grazing by at least 50%, and other uses such 
as coppiced woodland being taken into account. Land used for growing animal feed 

would be reduced, and used for human food production.  
Due to LDF taking account of a variety of future scenarios, including likely house 
price falls, fewer new houses have been needed than envisaged in the RSS at the 

beginning of the LDF.  All new and most old houses are zero carbon emission, with 
climate change mitigating and adaptation features including insulation, shading and 
on-site generation. 

By 2026, Newhaven is a centre of excellence that showcases green industries, is 
known as a centre for research into renewable technologies, and as a tourist 
destination for green technology, is fully accessible by cycling and public transport. 

(Newhaven groups already have more detailed visions. Other urban centres will be 
formulating visions.) 
Villages have expanded with low impact smallholdings: living/working land. They 

process much of their own waste water, and produce renewable energy. They are 
connected by cycleways, footpaths and frequent small buses. 
The LDF strategy of reducing the need to travel has paid off and many services and 

much commerce are centred on habitation, in an increasingly decentralised manner. 
In addition to buses, there are charging points for electric cars, many cycleways, 

especially Lewes to Newhaven, new footpaths, trains to Uckfield and beyond and the 



remaining railway system has seen investment and enhancement. The transport 
potential of the River Ouse has shown a rebirth. 

A Steady local economy has been achieved via an LDC strategy to actively promote 
and encourage ONLY those businesses within the district that create economic 
growth through ecologically sustainable means, e.g. through re-use of materials, via 

ecologically restorative or enhancing activities, zero-waste manufacture and service 
provision.  
Education is more integrated into local communities. There are more small village 

schools and education has expanded out of the classroom to take advantage of the 
learning opportunities in local ecosystem services and local social settings and 

networks. Apprentice opportunities (as part of later period of schooling) are offered 
in local businesses and industries, helping equip youngsters for making suitable 
choices for the livelihoods ahead of them, whilst also providing a small short-term 

boost to the labour force. Older people are active and sharing skills. 
Investment in preventative health as a priority of the health service locally has 
begun to reap rewards, and the expense of dealing with illness and mental health 

problems is declining. Reduced inequality because of employment in new 
enterprises, and opportunities for self-employment as retrained, skilled workers have 
also helped. 
 
 
 


